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Welcome to the September newsletter. 
I hope you were all able to enjoy your gardens this summer despite the 
unreliable weather! Once again, the sun shone on most of the Oxenhope 
garden visits this summer and once again we saw some wonderful gardens, 
starting with the Shipley Open Gardens, the weekend of 8-9 June, Midgley 
Open Gardens, the weekend of 15-16 June, followed by Gresgarth on June 
27th and ending with the visit to Goldsborough Hall on July 29th. 
 

 Shipley Open Gardens: In Shipley, the 

creativity and the range of gardening and 
planting styles were inspiring to all: it’s no 
wonder that three of the gardens in Shipley have 
just received the National Gardens Scheme, Yellow 
Book Entry status! 

 
 

Gresgarth 
Gresgarth, a very beautiful and romantic 
garden, which delighted everyone and it was a 
privilege to make a private visit. 

 



 

 

 
Goldsborough Hall 

Goldsborough Hall, which we visited on July 
29th was another glorious summer day. We 
had a very interesting tour around the historic 
Jacobean house before being taken on a 
garden tour by the head gardener, Mark Waller.  
 
The gardens themselves were lovely, but I think 
for many of us, the outstanding part of the visit 
was the large, beautiful and prolific vegetable 
garden and greenhouse. 

 
 
An amazing achievement for one head gardener and two part time gardeners! The 
cream tea we demolished in the conservatory at the end of the visit was the perfect 
end to a perfect English summer’s day. 
Thank you to all our members for supporting these wonderful events!  
Sandra  
 

Our Speaker for September will be Katy 
Merrington. 

Katy, is the cultural gardener for the 
Hepworth Gallery Wakefield and she first 
came to us as a speaker in February 2020, 
just before lock down. She proved to be an 
inspirational speaker and since then has 
featured in many magazine articles. She was 
honoured by being awarded the British Empire 
Medal for services to the Arts and to the 
community of Wakefield in the King’s 2023 
Birthday Honours. The garden she is 
responsible for at Wakefield were designed by 
Tom Stuart Smith and are a stunning addition 
to the gallery. Katy will be updating us about 
the garden at the Hepworth and the ongoing 
management of the perennials in the garden. 

 



 

 

 

Plant of the Month is Succisa Pratensis  – 
Devil’s Bit Scabious. 

 If you are looking for a late flowering 
perennial to add to your garden which is 
tall, but with strong stems that do not 
need staking and go perfectly with tall 
grasses, then consider planting Succisa 
pratensis . It is a member of the 
honeysuckle family, Caprifoliaceae, and is 
closely related to the genus Scabiosa, 
whose flowers it closely resembles. It is 
ideal for the back of a border where the 
heads of small, purple, pincushion-like 

flower heads 2cm across can be seen and is also perfect amongst tall grasses. It is a 
clump-forming, spreading perennial, flowering in late summer. The flowers are held 
on long, stiffly branching stems growing up to a metre in height with a few basal 
leaves. It is an excellent species for attracting bees, is an important scource of 
nectar and a host to the caterpillars of the rare marsh fritillary butterfly. 
 

 
This British native plant thrives in full sun in moist 
soils, also tolerating winter wet, but can cope with 
drier soils in partial shade. It is a native of the 
British Isles, but also occurs throughout Europe, 
North Africa and Western Asia. . The curious 
common name, Devil’s Bit Scabious has two roots: 
Scabious derives from the use of the plant to cure 
skin ailments such as scabies and even those from 
the bubonic plague, (Scabere is the Latin for 
scratch). ‘Devil’s Bit’ derives from folk tales of the 
Devil biting off the short black roots in his anger at 
the plants medicinal abilities. In the 17th century, 

Nicholas Culpepper prescribed its root as an ointment for the cure of wounds, swollen 
throats, snake-bite and the plague. 
 

Thank you! 
Once again the committee would like to thank all our members who supported 
the plant sale in June: by bringing and buying plants and cakes for the plant 
sale, the club raised £623.42, which even topped last year’s profit! The range 
and quality of plants was outstanding and it was so helpful of you all to label them 
and submit them in good time before selling opened. We much appreciate that, so 
thank you again for all your efforts. 
 
The committee would also like to thank our members, who every month generously 
buy raffle tickets, teas and coffees. This all makes it possible to fund the high profile 
and interesting speakers that we invite, pay the rent of the hall and pay the insurance 
liability policy.  
 



 

 

Our speakers in September, October and November are 
key speakers this year and normally a guest ticket for one 
of these meetings would be £20, however, as it the first 
meeting after the summer, we are having a special offer: if a 
guest buys a ticket for the September meeting, it also gives 
them entry to the October and November meetings.  
 
Our annual membership runs from February to November 
2025.  

 

Future speakers:  
 

In October the speaker will be Bob Brown from Cotswold 
Garden Flowers. A very welcome return to the club!  
 
In November the speaker will be Martin Fish, Horticultural 
expert, RHS judge and broadcaster. 

 

Gardening news and events: 
Autumn Show, Newby Hall and Gardens: September 13-15 

 

Apple Day, Newby Hall: September 29 

 

RHS Harlow Carr Bath House: Escape into Colour: 29 August to 29 

September 
 

Garden Tour and Afternoon Tea: Middlethorpe Hall: September 26. 2-5.30 

 

 

Tea and coffee rota 

A big thank you to the great team who volunteer to help with the rota. If you can 
help, please sign the rota sheet on the refreshment counter. 

 

www.oxenhopegardeningclub.co.uk 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.oxenhopegardeningclub.co.uk/

